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trust that Fig. 3, Plate vin, was not taken from an example of the au- 
thor's handiwork ! The book is well printed and handsomely gotten up. 
We hope it may acquire the popularity to which its merits entitle it. 

Ornithological Results of the Exploration of the Nokth-west.* 
This memoir gives the first published results of the Russo-American Tel- 
egraph Expedition, organized to explore preparatory to the connection 
of San Francisco and St. Petersburg by electric telegraph. The officers 
of the company arranged wir,h the Smithsonian Institution and Chicago 
Academy, in broad and liberal spirit, for the scientific exploration of the 
country by a corps of young naturalists headed by Major Robert Kenni- 
cott. The party left San Francisco in July, 18C5, by several vessels, 
touching at various points, where collections were made. Starting again, 
July, 1866, after wintering in San Francisco, Mr. Dall visited Plover Bay, 
East Siberia, and afterward St. Michael's, Norton Sound, where he 
learned of Major Kennicott's death, in consequence of which the direc- 
tion of the scientific corps devolved upon him. Messrs. Pease and Ban- 
nister accompanied the remains to San Francisco, while Mr. Dall and his 
party started for the Unalaklik River and the Yukon, reaching Nulato in 
December, 1866, and remaining There all winter. In the spring they pro- 
ceeded to Fort Yukon, and then returned to St. Michael's, where intelli- 
gence was received of the termination of the enterprise. Notwithstanding 
this Mr. Dall decided to finish the scientific reconnoissance of the Yukon 
River, remaining in the country alone and at his own expense. He pro- 
ceeded with Eskimos to Unalaklik, where he remained until November, 
1867, and in March, 1868, went to St. Michael's, after examination of 
the country both east and west of Nulato. Oossing the portage in June 
he descended the Yukon to its mouth, and shortly afterward embarked for 
San Francisco, from St. Michael's, touching at Pribylof and other islands. 
The ornithological results thus obtained by Mr. Dall and others, during 
several years of travel and exploration, are worked up in the paper now 
under consideration, and in the one we shall presently notice. 

We find the memoir to be one of special interest and importance, as 
was to have been anticipated, no less from the character of its authors 
and of the other naturalists whose collections contributed towards it, 
than from the nature of the ground explored, and other fortunate circum- 
stances. It is not too much to say that no single paper has appeared for 
the last decade, and perhaps for a longer period (although we do not for- 
get the results of Mr. Xantus' explorations), that has added so positively 
to our knowledge of the geographical distribution and habits of our birds, 
or that has so largely and at once increased our bird-fauna. In noticing 
so important a contribution to ornithology we cannot refrain from pre- 
senting some of the leading points in detail, although even a bare 
epitome of all the results obtained would exceed our limits. Before so 

* List of the Birds of Alaska, with Biographical Notes. By W. H. Dall and H. M. Bannister. 
Trans. Chicago Acad. Sci., Vol. i, Art. ix. 1869. 
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doing we have only to add, in expressing our sense of the intrinsic value 
of the paper, and in according all the praise to its authors, that they so 
justly deserve, our impression that the symmetry of the paper is some- 
what marred by the circumstances, unknown to us, which resulted in the 
preservation of the individuality of the joint-authors; not so much from 
the recurrence of initials, as from the duplication of some paragraphs 
and the confliction of a few others. 

One important result attained, regarding geographical distribution, is 
the clear illustration of the western trend of the boundary line of the 
eastern province as this passes northward ; so that several characteristic 
eastern birds occur in " Russian America," either associated with, or re- 
placing, western species whose occurrence was rather to have been antici- 
pated. The fact has been made more and more apparent, of late years, 
by other collections from the North-west ; and the present one may be re- 
garded as demonstrating it. Thus we have Pious villosus and P. pubes- 
cens instead of P. Harrisii and P. Gairdneri; Colaptes auratus instead of 
C. Mexicanus ; Scolecophagns ferruginous instead of 8. cyanocephalus ; 
Dendroeca coronata instead of D. Auduboni; Querquedula discors instead 
of Q. cyanoptera, etc. ; with Seiurus aurwapillus (though this has lately 
been known also from the Southern Pacific coast), Parus atricapillus, P. 
Hudsonicus ("abundant at Nulato"), Passerculus savanna (associated with 
the three other varieties, or species), Junco hyemalis,* Passerella iliaca, 
Bonasa umbellus, Gfambetta flavipes. The presence of "Zfria lomvia" 
(Lomvia troile), with both U. Oalifornica and V. arra (svarbag), is prob- 
ably rather a matter of circumpolar distribution. We note on the other 
hand, among absentees that might have been expected, Zonotrichia leueo- 
phrys, Limosa fedoa and Numenius longirostris. 

Among the names to which American ornithologists have been more or 
less unaccustomed for the past few years, changes involving questions of 
specific relationships, and indications of rare or specially interesting 
species (exclusive of the additional ones to be presently examined), we 
notice the following points : Falco sacer Forster, is used (by Baird) to 
" indicate provisionally an ash-colored Falcon, with light transverse bars 
above, found throughout the Anderson Eiver, lower Mackenzie and Yukon 
region, breeding on trees and cliffs indifferently. It never becomes white, 
and does not correspond at all with specimens of either gyrfalco or island- 
ieus." Buteo "insignatus" Cass., is given as a variety of B. Swainsoni. 
The old name of Nyctale "tengmalmi" replaces iV. Mchardsoni, used 
of late years; as Ptcoides " Americanus" does P. hirsutus, after Sunde- 
vall's recent showing (Consp. Av. Picin. 1866, p. 15). The Saxicola cenan- 
the we presume to be the same bird that was described and figured 
by Cassin as 8. "cenanthoides" Vig. (Must. B. Cal. and Tex,, p. 207, pi. 
34.).' Four species of Passerculus are recognized in the list, though we 
should judge that with the exception perhaps of P. Sandwichensis, it were 

•This probably explaining its occurrence, in Washington Territory (Suckley), and Arizona 
(Coues). 
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difficult to tell them apart. Melospiza rufina and Passtrella Tovmsenilii 
occurred at Sitka. Corvus caurinus continues to be recognized as distinct 
from ft ossifragus. The record of Actodromus Bairdii is the north-west- 
ernmost as yet; with this and Sclater's recent South American indication 
it may be considered as an inhabitant of the western hemisphere at large, 
though it has yet to be detected in the Atlantic province; this, however, 
may be predicted with some confidence. Bernicla var. oecidentalis is 
recognized in two specimens from Sitka, as is also Pelionetta Trowbridgei ; 
Mr. Dall remarks that " it is not at all unlikely that B. Hutchinsii and 
leucopareia are one species." — The party were enabled to make specially 
interesting observations on some other water fowl, not only of intrinsic 
value, but demonstrating over again that many, and probably most birds, 
however "rare" they may be usually considered through default of speci- 
mens or other fortuitous circumstances, yet have their "metropolis" 
or centre of abundance. We may instance in this connection the observa- 
tions upon Chlcephaga canagka, abounding at the mouth of the Yukon, to 
the exclusion of other species; Lampronetta Fischeri, breeding near St. 
Michael's; and Somateria v-nigra, abundant on the north coast. — Diome- 
dea nigripes Aud., recently restored by Schlegel and Coues, after being 
long considered as the young of D. brachyura, is stated to be very com- 
mon in the North Pacific, though not in Bering's Sea. Larus argentatus 
(var.) and L. brachyrhynchns are abundant on the Yukon. With the Bissa 
tridactyla " abundant at Sitka and Plover Bay," Mr. Dall has doubtless 
confounded, since he does not mention, B. Kot:.< j J>ui, a species, or perhaps 
only a variety, distinguished from tridactyla by the remarkable develop- 
ment of the hind toe. Bissa " brevirostris Brandt" replaces B. brachy- 
rhynchus, recognized of late years. The two names undoubtedly refer to 
the same species ; the difference in the color of the legs to which Mr. 
Dall alludes, is simply a matter of immaturity, or of fading from coral 
red to yellow in preserved specimens. We do not recollect now winch 
name has priority. Xema Sabinei, a species highly prized in collections, 
was found breeding abundantly about Pastolik and St. Michael's, and was 
not rare at Plover Bay. Colymbus arcticus is recorded instead of ft Pa- 
ciflcus, which was to have been anticipated ; and the same may be said of 
Podiceps griseigena instead of P. Holboelli. The "rare" yellow-billed 
~Loon (Colymbus Adamsii), only recognized of late years, was got at Kadiak 
by Bischoff. Among the Auks the most interesting occurrence is that of 
Sngmatorrhina Labradoria Cass. (8. Lathami Bp.), represented by two 
specimens from Kadiak; these are the first examples of this singular 
bird that American ornithologists have seen. BischoflPs Kadiak speci- 
mens of Brachyrhamphus Wrangeli enabled this long obscured species 
of Brandt's to be restored (Coues, Proc. A. N. S., Phil., 1867, p. 64). 
The crested Synthliborhamphns umizusume might have been anticipated; 
but only S. antiquus is recorded. 

Not less important than the record of their geographical distribution, of 
which we have only outlined some of the more salient points, is that of 
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the habits of the species observed. "Great care has been taken," says 
Mr. Dall, "in the record of habits; * * * and it is presumed to be gener- 
ally correct." Of this we have no doubt, and only regret that we must 
pass by such a mass of information with only this allusion, in recom- 
mending it, as we specially do, to the attentive consideration of ornithol- 
ogists. The accounts of some of the species are very full, and there are 
few paragraphs that do not fill some gap in our previous knowledge with 
highly interesting matter. 

Mr. Dall includes in the list Vanellus cristatus, from a description given 
him by a hunter of a bird killed on an island off the Golsova River, and 
which "could apply to no other bird of the country;" no specimens, 
however, were taken. The other actual additions to our bird-fauna, 
though of course contained in the present list, are treated of at length in 
an immediately succeeding paper,* that presents the pith of the discov- 
eries. Of the sixteen species here described or otherwise noticed, one, 
Spermophila badiiventris (Lawr., Ann. Lye. Nat. Hist., N. Y., 1865, p. 172), 
is Nicaraguan ; the others are from the North-west ; some are well-known 
old-world species, new to our fauna ; others have been separately de- 
scribed as new by Cassin, Elliot and Coues, of late years ; while others 
still are here presented for the first time. The most interesting of these 
are doubtless the three that respectively introduce to our fauna as many 
genera previously known only as old-world. Pyrrhula is represented by 
a variety (Cassini Baird) of coccinea; "the color of the under parts, if 
really characteristic of the adult male, will at once distinguish it, in be- 
ing light cinnamon gray, as in the female coccinea, instead of bright nim- 
ium red" (p. 316) ; the single specimen is from Nulato, January 10, 1867. 
The other two are Phyllopneustes Kennicottii Baird (one specimen, St. 
Michael's), closely allied to P. trochilus and Eversmanni; and a Budytes, 
which Professor Baird says he is unable to distinguish from the protean 
B. fiava of Europe and Asia. It is singular that this last should have 
been so long overlooked, judging from Mr. Bannister's account. He says 
(p. 277) : — "I first observed this species at St. Michael's about the 9th or 
10th of June, and from that until well into the month of August; they 
were among the most abundant birds, perhaps, after Plectrophanes lappo- 
nicus, the most abundant of the strictly terrestrial species. During the 
month of June I observed them generally in flocks of from twenty to 
thirty individuals." 

Scops Kennicottii (Elliot, Proc. A. N. S., Phil., 1867, p. 69, and 111. B. 
Am. pi. x, one specimen, Sitka), is a large, dark, northern form, close by 
S. asio ; probably representing one extreme, of which the small, pale 
southern 8. McCallii is the other. Troglodytes Alascensis n. s., is a curious 
species, like T. hyemalis in shape and generally similar to it in color, with 
the size of T.cedon; " of its distinctness from any other North American 
species there can be no question " (p. 315). Leucosticte griseinucha Brandt, 

*On Additions to the Bird-fauna of North America, made by the Scientific Corps of the 
Russo-American Telegraph Expedition. By S. F. Baird. — Ibid., p. 311. (Art. x.) 
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(Aleutian Islands), noticed in 1858, by Professor Baird, though not for- 
mally introduced for want of specimens, is here more definitely charac- 
terized; and one L. littoralis n. s. (Sitka and Fort Simpson) is described; 
the latter is considered to be what Elliot figured under the name of gris- 
einucha (nee. Brandt), than which species, however, it " is considerably 
smaller; the colors are brighter and lighter" (p. 318), and the colored 
areas upon the head are somewhat different. Melospiza insignis, n. s. 
(Kadiak), " is another of the perplexing species allied to the song spar- 
row of the Eastern United States, and although apparently very distinct 
* * * is yet traceable into it" (p. 319). Limosa uropygialis Gould, auct. (L. 
Foxii Peale), a well-known and extensively distributed old-world species, 
was found "very common at the Yukon mouth, and on the Pastolik 
marshes to the north of it" (Dall, 1. c, p. 293). Sterna Aleutica n. s. (Ka- 
diak), the single specimen of which we have had the pleasure of inspect- 
ing, is a remarkable tern, with something of the appearance of S. arctica, 
close to which it must be placed ; it has a black bill and feet like Halip- 
lana, frontal white lunule like that genus and Sterna minuta, etc. ; v/hite 
tail, and body coloration not quite like that of any tern we know of; truly 
presenting a singular combination. Graculus bicristatus (Pallas, Zoog. R. 
A. ii, 183), is the name conditionally applied by Professor Baird to a bird 
from Kadiak, which he identifies with much hesitation. As is well-known, 
the cormorants are in a confused state at present, and will require thorough 
revision before the perplexity now attending their determination can be 
removed. Puffinus tenuirostris (Temm., PI. Col. No. 587) is a well-known 
shearwater from Japan, etc., now introduced from Kotzebue Sound 
(Dall) ; Schlegel has it from Sitka. Fulmarus Rodgersi (Cassin, Pr. A. 
N. S., Phil., 1862, 290, and Coues, ibid., 1866, p. 29), first described, as just 
quoted, from the "North Pacific," was taken at St. George's Island, Mr. 
Dall's specimen making the first discovered since the type; it is chiefly 
distinguished from F. glacialis by the white on the inner remiges. The 
fifteenth species is Larus borealis Brandt, which Professor Baird very 
truly says " is hardly to be called a species." We doubt the propriety of 
recognizing it, since it is nearly L. Smithsonianus with a slightly darker 
mantle; further south on the Pacific coast L. Smithsonianus is not dis- 
tinguishable in any respect from the common bird of the Atlantic states ; 
and while L. "borealis " may be said to form the connecting link, in respect 
of the color of the mantle, between this and the Californian L. occidentalis 
Aud., it appears to lack the great depth of bill which is a strong character 
of the latter. The last species that Professor Baird gives is the Sirnor- 
hynchus Cassini (Coues, Pr. A. N. S., 1868, p. 45), from Onnimak Pass ; a 
species near S. tetraculus, but much less in size, with a remarkably small, 
simple bill, and dusky, leaden colored plumage. 

In closing a rapid analysis of these two very interesting and important 
memoirs, we have only to add further, that they are accompanied by a 
number of colored plates, well illustrating all the new species, and the 
other additions to our fauna. 



